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A Report on Webinar on “Gandhi and Present Time”  

The NSS Unit of St. John College of Humanities and Sciences organised this 

Webinar on 7th October 2021 from 11:00 am-12:00 pm 

The session began with Dr. Vijay Songire, faculty of Arts Department and 

Literary Committee Coordinator welcoming the participants and introducing the 

resource person. The resource person, Dr. Ravi Shankar Mishra, the faculty of 

Sociology in Arts Department conducted the webinar using the online platform 

Google Meet.  

Dr. Ravi Shankar Mishra started by clarifying the meaning of ‘present time’, 

where he made it very clear that present time here does not essentially signify the 

chronological sense of time. He used this sense of time to emphasize Gandhi’s 

contributions hundred years back as quite revolutionary, unconventional and 

ahead of time. So, there is a significance of Gandhian thinking and values to be 

implemented in the twenty first century also. His webinar covered following 

aspects of Gandhi’s thought and work/contributions     

1. Gandhi’s Core Belief in the Philosophy of “Satya” and “Ahimsa”  

2. Universal Religion of Truth and Love 

3. Reflexivity and Introspection in Gandhi 

4. Gandhi’s Philosophy of Self-Reliance 

5. Gandhi’s Philosophy of Selfless Service 

6. Gandhi’s Philosophy of Hygiene and Cleanliness 
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7. Gandhi as an Inspiration for World Leaders  

8. Conclusion 

 

In the first topic, he discussed the central Gandhian tenet of satya and ahimsa. 

Truth for Gandhi is the way to God. The speaker clarified that Gandhi’s belief in 

truth is to draw the grace of almighty as Gandhi used to say “Truth is God and 

God is Truth”. In other words, truth is the means o have the grace of God and be 

near to him. Ahimsa for Gandhi was to generate the soul force with an individual, 

which is opposed to the brute force that brutalize others and deprive oneself from 

humanity. Thus, the speaker clarified that for Gandhi ahimsa was a weapon for 

the courageous people and not for the weak people 

In the second topic, the speaker traced the influence of people who significantly 

shaped Gandhi’s belief in religion. Thus, his Vaishnav Dharma was a culmination 

of the relevant tenets of Jainism, Hinduism and Christianity. He was influenced 

by the tolerance and fortitude of his mother who was an ardent Hindu believer in 

the fast. His mentor Ray Chand Bhai, who was a Jain and his Christian friends 

who believed in the doctrine of love and sacrifice of the Jesus. 

His religion was thus inspired by the universal principles of truth and love. 

In the next section, the speaker threw light on the personality of Gandhi, who is 

made out of constant reflection and introspections and one who is keen to bring 

great transformation in himself to become a better and sensitive human being. In 

this regard, the speaker stated various instances of Gandhi’s life where he 

engaged in thorough soul-searching contemplations and transformed himself 

completely. Whether it was with regard to turning into a complete vegetarian or 

discarding his initial anglicised get up and lifestyle or to generate courage to fight 

back against the injustices of racism in South Africa, Gandhi invoked each time 

into this thorough soul-searching activity and became a more refined persona.  
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Gandhi’s philosophy of ‘Self -Reliance’ was also explained with great clarity. 

The speaker highlighted Gandhi’s efforts for swaraj which did not only mean to 

free the Indian people from the foreign rule, but also inculcate in them confidence 

to manage their affairs. Through his appeal to spin and wear khadi, he inspired 

millions of the people by emphasizing on the dignity of labour and self-respect. 

Thus, the spirit of swaraj was to be generated through inculcation of confidence 

in the masses where they could draw respect and joy in their work. 

Selfless-service for others have been another important philosophy of Gandhi. It 

was very much conspicuous in his life while serving his own family members or 

even others with whom he had no family relation during their ill health, but he 

dedicated himself in selfless way till the other was not cured  

The speaker next delineated his efforts to inculcate the values of hygiene and 

cleanliness amongst the people in his Ashram as well as at the other places where 

he visited. His emphasis on the necessity of self-hygiene and cleanliness of the 

surroundings have encouraged many activists and people after him and he has 

become a symbol of Swacch Bharat. 

In the next section, the speaker spoke about the influence of Gandhian ideals in 

the great leaders of world who were influenced by Gandhi’s thought and actions 

and implemented the principles of non-violence in their respective agitation and 

movements. These have been some of the very influential leaders of 20th and 21st 

century who have brought major changes in the world. Some of them are: Martin 

Luther King, Nelson Mandela, Dr. Daisaku Ikeda, Barack Obama, Albert 

Einstein, Aung San Sui Kyi etc. The speaker also drew attention to some of the 

modern and new social movements that are hugely inspired by Gandhian ideals 

and principles of non-violence. Some of these prominent movements, which have 

left their mark on the world stage are: Chipko Movement, Narmada Bachao 

Andolan, Bhoodan Movement, India against movement etc. Gandhi and his ideals 
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continue to be alive in the ideologies and activities of these movements. Gandhi 

was born in 19th century but was ahead of time and would continue to inspire 

generations in the centuries to come 

In the conclusion, the speaker ended the presentation by emphasizing on the 

power of ordinary people in which Gandhi had immense faith and his entire life 

was dedicated to make people realize this strength of self-determination and self-

reliance. The 20th and 21st centuries are centuries of realization of people’s power 

and Gandhi would continue to be an effective symbol of inspiration for the 

generations to come to realize this power 

After the session, Dr. Ravi Shankar Mishra, himself invited the students for a 

brief session of questions form the participants. The questions were answered to 

the satisfaction of the students. The event was attended by 50 participants. The 

event received positive feedback from the participants and concluded with vote 

of thaks delivered by Dr. Vijay Songire. 

1. Commencing of the session  
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2.Mr. Ravishankar Mishra explained Gandhi’s Core Belief in the 

Philosophy of “Satya” and “Ahimsa”  
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